







PPC 2006 Mtg 07 Min

SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON

Thursday, 5th October 2006 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Aidan Christie (Chair), Louise Cooper, Antoinette Dali, Teresa Smith, Christopher Woodward. Fr Kevin Donovan, Fr John Fairhurst, Sr Francis, Sr Dorothy, Cristina Connolly, James Potter, Carline Vago-Hughes.
1. Apologies for absence : Fr Michael Ashworth, Len Hay, Margaret Duffy, Christine Hennessy.
2. Sr. Francis read the parish vision statement for reflection and the group joined in with the parish prayer.
3. The minutes of the previous meeting on 6th July, 2006 were approved.
4. PPC Day of Prayer and Reflection: We thanked Sr Francis and Sr Dorothy for the work they had put into the day of prayer led by Fr Brendan Callaghan.
5. Membership of the Council.  One third of the Council was required to stand down every two years; two members had already resigned during this period and therefore one more member needed to stand down.  Teresa Smith informed the meeting that she wished to stand down.  Arrangements for an election would be put in hand at the next meeting.
6. The Future of the Ministry: The Ault Faith Development Group had prepared a paper on the future of the ministry at the Sacred Heart Church.  The paper proposed consulting each of the existing ministries about how they see the future.  We agreed that the consultation should start after the Capital Appeal launch and would make a suitable project for the Advent period.  The whole parish would need to be engaged and consulted, and the project should be promoted through Sunday Masses.  The consultation would lead into a ‘Living Theology’ weekend to be held on 26th/27th January.  Father Gerry O’Collins, an Australian Jesuit who has written much on ministry and theology will lead the Friday evening and Michael Holman, the Jesuit Provincial, will talk on Saturday about the future of the Jesuit ministry.  The weekend will include various workshops on lay ministry, youth ministry and the diaconate.  The paper would need to be amended for the consultation and would include the fact that the parish was served by the Jesuit Community.  We agreed that Aidan Christie should introduce the idea at the Capital Appeal Launch presentation.
7. Finance Committee: As Margaret Duffy was unable to attend this item was deferred.
8. The Capital Appeal: The launch action sheet would be updated and circulated.  PPC members were asked to e-mail Chris Woodward to let him know what time they will be available to help.  It is hoped that all members who can will attend for the whole of the evening.
9. Justice and Peace Group:  The Justice and Peace Group had requested that the parish formally seeks to become a Fair-Trade Parish to further the cause of Trade Justice.  It was agreed that this should be supported and on the basis, as stated in the submission, that there would not be any coercion on external users of parish facilities.  Jenny Cairns and Gabrielle Hill had volunteered to progress the application on behalf of the parish.
10. Parish Tea: We confirmed that the Tea for new parishioners would be held on 19 November in the lower hall.  People who had joined the parish in the last year will be invited, and parish organisations would be invited to set up stalls.  PPC members would be needed to welcome people.  We would ask the caterer we used last year to provide the tea.  
11. Neighbourhood Groups: We ‘brainstormed’, in small groups, our ideas and concepts of what we meant by ‘neighbourhood groups’.  The results would be drawn up into a paper to enable us to reach a consensus as a basis for developing the idea further with the parish.
12. Acoustics in the lower hall: A parishioner had asked that this be attended to in the course of building works to the halls.  We agreed that this was a particular problem and should be referred to the Buildings sub-committee to be considered when considering future phases of building works.

13. The Select Interest Group of the Guild of St Gerard Majella had written to volunteer to run a ‘Superior Bric-a-Brac’ stall to raise funds for the Capital Appeal, preferably at a parish fair.  We were grateful for the offer but noted that there were no arrangements for a fair at present.

14. Antoinette Dali volunteered to lead as Prayer Leader for next meeting on 2nd November.
15. We agreed to continue to meet on Thursdays; further dates will be proposed with the next agenda. 

Christopher Woodward
Secretary
