SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON

Thursday, 4th January 2007 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Aidan Christie (Chair), , Sr Dorothy,  Louise Cooper, Margaret Duffy,. Len Hay, Christine Hennessy, Carline Vago-Hughes, Christopher Woodward. 
Parish Team: Fr Michael Ashworth,  Fr Kevin Donovan, Fr John Fairhurst, Sr Francis, James Potter,.
1. Apologies for absence : Tim Morris, Antoinette Dali,  Cristina Connolly,
2. Louise Cooper led the opening prayers.
3. The minutes of the previous meeting on 7th  December 2006 were approved subject to noting that Father Fairhurst was not present but had offered his apologies.
4. Membership of the Council: We noted that arrangements were in place to elect a new member to the Council.
5. The Living Theology Weekend.  The Adult Faith Development Group had carried out most of the preparatory work for the weekend.  We agreed Council representatives to:
a) Give presentations at Masses on weekend of 6-7 January
b) Welcoming on the Friday evening and Saturday morning

c) Facilitating workshop groups on the Saturday afternoon (all)

d) Chairing the plenary sessions, Sister Dorothy, Aidan Christie, Chris Woodward.

6. Finance Committee: 
a) Planned Giving: Approximately 470 people were giving either by standing order or envelopes.  It was anticipated that there would be a surplus by the year end.

b) Capital Appeal: As at 1 January 2007 a total of £603,000, including loans had been raised which would enable the ‘halls’ phase of the work to be undertaken at a cost of £600,000.
c) A Mass was to be offered on 19 January as thanks to those who had donated so far.
7. Parish Day and Annual Report: 
a) Parish Day: we agreed to defer the Parish Day to Sunday 29 April in the hope that the Upper Hall works would be completed; the day would be a celebration of the works. As there was no later Sunday available,  the Day and Pastoral Council general meeting would still be held on that day using the Lower Hall and other accommodation.
b) We received the first draft of the annual report which required further input and amendment.

8. Dates of future meetings: We agreed a meeting on 5 July in addition to those already agreed but deferred decisions on the day of recollection and any meeting in September.

9. Margaret Duffy agreed to lead the opening prayers at our next meeting on 8 February.
Christopher Woodward,  
(Secretary)
