SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON

Thursday, 8th February 2007 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Sr. Dorothy,  Louise Cooper, Antoinette Dali, Margaret Duffy, Carline Vago-Hughes, Christopher Woodward. 
Parish Team: Fr Michael Ashworth,  Fr Kevin Donovan, Fr John Fairhurst, Fr Lawrence Nam, Sr. Francis, Cristina Connolly, James Potter (Part meeting)..
1. Apologies for absence : Len Hay, Aidan Christie
2. Louise Cooper took the chair in Aidan Christie’s absence.

3. Margaret Duffy led the opening prayers.
4. The minutes of the previous meeting on 4th January 2007 were approved.
5. Membership of the Council: 
a) Two nominations had been received but both candidates lived outside the Parish boundary.  The Council were disappointed that no nominations had been submitted from those living in the parish.  We agreed that we would accept the nominations; however we were aware that there were other parishioners living outside the parish who might also wish to apply for the vacancies and therefore resolved to advertise the vacancies for another two weeks.  If necessary a ballot would be organised thereafter.
b) We agreed the importance of regular attendance at Council meetings and asked all members to review their commitment to their membership of the Council whilst we were in the process of filling vacancies.
6. The Living Theology Weekend. 
a) We recorded our thanks to all those who had been involved in organising and running the weekend; the general consensus was that it had been very successful.
b) We were committed to publishing a report for the Parish Day setting out recommendations for taking forward developments in the ministry at the Sacred Heart Church; we would consider an outline report at the next meeting which would also include proposals for Neighbourhood Groups.
c) We noted the importance of the centrality of the liturgy to the Parish mission and would also incorporate suggestions within the report for reconvening a Liturgy Group.

d) We had received a copy of Father Holman’s speech to the Weekend and agreed to post the principal presentations on the Parish website.
7. Finance Committee: 
a) The 2006 accounts should be ready in time for the Parish Day in April.

b) Planned Giving: is proceeding steadily; receipts in January had been higher due to several annual covenants being received.
c) Capital Appeal: A total of £629,184 had been pledged so far although some £15,000 had yet to be fulfilled.  £30,224 of the total had been given specifically for the organ refurbishment and £12,718 for the church repairs.
d) Work on the Upper Hall was still progressing but completion of the external works had been held up pending resolution of the design work to provide a new access for all to the lounge and the presbytery on the north side of the halls complex.  The Youth Ministry accommodation was now complete but with restricted access at present.
8. Parish Day and Annual Report: 
a) We were advised that the Upper Hall would not be available in time for the Annual Parish Day on 29 April.  We agreed 

i. to run a more limited display of parish activities in  the Lower Hall during the morning, combined with a buffet breakfast;

ii. to invite parish organisations to send as much material as possible in digital format for a slide show display;

iii. to invite all parishioners to a lunch at (subject to availability) Wimbledon College after the 12.45 Mass, (people asked to bring a plate of food)

iv. to hold the annual meeting in the College Hall at 3.00 pm and
v. to accept James Potter’s offer to run a youth activity in the lounge during the afternoon.

b) A general report on the Council’s activities would need to be prepared along with a report from the Finance Committee and a summary of the Annual Accounts for 2006.

9. Publication of Minutes: We considered a request from the editorial board for Edgeways to enclose copies of our minutes with the Newsletter.  Edgeways would still publish articles of particular interest. We felt that it was difficult to justify the additional cost and use of paper to provide copies for everybody and agreed to make some copies available at the back of the church and also to offer an E Mail service to those wishing to receive them in that format.  The minutes are always published on the web site and posted in the church porch.

10. Parish Social Club: We had received a copy of a letter Bill Sathananthan, the secretary of the Parish Social Club, had sent to parish organisations to encourage use of the club on Fridays in particular.  We agreed to encourage such activity as and when we could.
11. Dates of future meetings: We agreed to hold the day of recollection on 8 September and a meeting on 13 September.

12. Christopher Woodward agreed to lead the opening prayers at our next meeting on 8 March.
Christopher Woodward,  
(Secretary)
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