SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON

Thursday, 5th July, 2007 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Sr. Dorothy, Louise Cooper (Vice Chair), Brian Albuquerque, Antoinette Dali, Margaret Duffy, Catherine Edser, Kathy Gogarty, Len Hay, Christopher Woodward.
Parish Team: Fr Michael Ashworth, Fr Kevin Donovan, Sr. Francis, James Potter (part meeting).
(1) In the absence of Aidan Christie, Louise Cooper took the chair.

(2) Apologies for absence : Fr John Fairhurst, Fr. Laurence Nam,  Aidan Christie, Carline Vago-Hughes, Sheila Johnstone,  Cristina Connolly,
(3) Margaret Duffy led the opening prayers with a contemplative reading from Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
(4) Minutes:  The minutes of the previous meeting on 6 June, 2007 were approved.
(5) Youth Ministry:  No representative of the Youth Ministry Management Group was available to attend the meeting; we agreed to invite a member for our next meeting in September.
(6) Future Events:
(a) Day of Prayer and Recollection, 8 September, 10am – 4 pm; Sr. Francis offered facilities at St Anne’s Convent which we gratefully accepted.  Fr. Mitchell agreed to approach a Jesuit who might lead the day based on aspects of Ignation Spirituality. All attending would be asked to bring a plate of food.

(b) Welcome Party for new parishioners; we agreed to hold this on 18 November from 3 – 4.30 pm.  Organisations to be invited to set up stalls to encourage membership; the Catering Corps to be asked to provide refreshments.  Invitations to be sent out early October.

(c) Parish Day: we agreed to hold this on Sunday 24 April 2008.

(7) Deanery Pastoral Council: Louise Cooper had attended the meeting on 19th June.  She had a copy of the minutes for anyone who wished to read them. Sister Dorothy commented how good the days for Catachesis had been, recently arranged for the Deanery.
(8) Adult Faith Development: The development group had met twice since the last meeting.  Arrangements were in hand for the meeting on the ‘Ministry of the Deacon in the life of the Church’ on 25 September. A number of courses were in the planning stage including one for married couples, a range of CaFE style courses and ‘Understanding Islam’.  They would be advertised at suitable times. 

(9) Finance Committee Matters:
(a) Buildings:  Hugh Johnston reported, through Margaret Duffy, that the expected completion date for the halls was now the end of September due to delays in the specification and delivery of suitable doors for the halls and presbytery. The Halls Management  Committee had agreed to fund the redecoration of the Upper Hall and refinishing the floors from their funds and had accepted estimates for the works.  
(b) The Capital Appeal fund currently stands at £711, 750 compared to £668,607 the previous month.  This did not include the proceeds from the sponsored walk and Handel concert.
(c) Planned Giving: About 100 forms were distributed during the ‘low key’ weekend in June and to date 10 new agreements had been received. 

(d) We supported a proposal to include an item in the welcoming pack for new parishioners on ‘ways to give’. This would include not only suggestions on financial support for the parish but also how we can give of our time or expertise.
(10)  The Future of our Ministry and Neighbourhood Groups
We reviewed the actions set out in the plan attached as an appendix to the previous minutes:
(a) We asked James Potter to set up a group to explore ways of opening discussions on vocations to the religious life and to the priesthood.  We left open the question of a further nomination to such a group from the Council.

(b) Chris Woodward agreed to draft an outline presentation for the promotion of Neighbourhood Groups and to draw up a list of those willing to present at the Masses on 22/23 September.
(c) We noted that the Finance Committee had not yet met to consider how a review of administrative and support staff might be undertaken.
(11)  Kathy Gogarty agreed to lead prayers at the next meeting.
(12) Future dates of meetings: We agreed that the March meeting would be held on 6 March 2008.

(13) Father Ashwworth and Chris Woodward apologised for their absence at the next meeting as they would be on the Raphael Pilgrimage to Lourdes.
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