SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL HELD ON

Thursday, 4th October, 2007 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Louise Cooper (Vice Chair), Sr Dorothy, Brian Albuquerque, Antoinette Dali, Kathy Gogarty, Len Hay, Sheila Johnstone, Carline Vago-Hughes, Christopher Woodward.

Parish Team: Fr John Fairhurst, Sr Francis, Fr Keith McMillan, James Potter.

1) In Aidan Christie’s absence, Louise Cooper took the chair.
2) Apologies for absence: Aidan Christie, Margaret Duffy, Catherine Edser, Fr Ashworth, Fr Donovan, Cristina Connolly.
3) Christopher Woodward opened with a reading and  prayer.

4) Minutes:  

a) The minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th September were approved.

b) The notes of the Ecumenical & Interfaith Group were received.
5) Parish Tea for New Parishioners: Most PPC members indicated they would be available for the Parish Tea on 18th November, 3.00 – 4.30pm, to welcome new parishioners.  Everybody would be expected to wear name badges. Members of the Welcomers Group would also be present, as well as representatives from many parish organisations. We would not be mounting a stall but agreed to show the rolling slide show of parish activities used on the parish day.  It will be important to make the new parishioners feel welcome and introduce them to others.
6) The Parish Ball had been a great success, but no final figure was yet available on the sum raised, but it was thought to be in the region of £23,000.  We agreed a vote of thanks to Siobhan Byrne and her organising group and to Louise Cooper who had arranged the very effective decorations.

7) The Parish Fair plans were moving ahead and people were being encouraged to take up stalls.
8) Building Works:  Father Mitchell reported that the timing of works is still on schedule as reported in the recent newsletter.  He had recently attended a meeting of the City Bridge Trust.  It is hoped that this Trust will make a grant of ₤46,000 towards the work required to provide full disability access in the lower hall.  We acknowledged our gratitude to Hugh Johnston and Joe Gilhooly for all their work during the current building work.

9) Neighbourhood Groups: Approximately 16 forms had been returned from interested parishioners not including PPC members.  Sheila Johnstone, Kathy Gogarty and Chris Woodward agreed to help in making arrangements for the initial meetings. 

10) The Future of our Ministry – The Diaconate: Approximately 50 people had attended the recent meeting at Wimbledon College where Father Mitchell spoke on the development of the diaconate in modern times; a deacon from Acton, Rev. Tito Pereira spoke about his vocation and work and Chris Woodward outlined the implications for the workload of the ordained ministry in the parish when our complement of priests is reduced from 5 to 2.5.  We discussed at length the dilemma facing us:  we acknowledged the deep felt views of those who opposed the introduction of the diaconate to the parish on the grounds that it was not open to women; on the other hand we have an obligation to plan for the future – we would be seen to be in dereliction of our remit if we were seen to do nothing.  However it was important that the introduction of a deacon would be seen in a positive light and that he would be welcomed. As there was no emerging consensus on a way forward we agreed we should reflect on this matter between now and the next meeting in the hope that we would be able to agree on a statement to the parish in due course.
11) Faith in the Work Place: Len Hay reported that it was now possible to progress the groups which had been proposed following the very successful weekend two years ago as Father McMillan had agreed to help in running the scheme. He already had such experience with the project at Westminster Cathedral.  Len had contacted the original participants and some interest had been received.  PPC members were encouraged to become involved
12) Some parishioners had suggested that in view of the success of the recent parish ball, it might become a biennial event.
13) We noted that the Deanery Pastoral Council would be meeting at the Sacred Heart Church the following Tuesday.
14) Antoinette Dali agreed to be Prayer Leader for the next meeting.
15) The next meeting would be on 1 November 2007.
