SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 7th February, 2008 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Aidan Christie (Chair), Brian Albuquerque, Antoinette Dali, Margaret Duffy, Catherine Edser, Len Hay, Carline Vago-Hughes, Christopher Woodward. 

Parish Team: Cristina Connolly, Sr Dorothy, Sr Francis, Fr Michael Ashworth, Fr Kevin Donovan, Fr John Fairhurst, Fr Keith McMillan, James Potter. 

1. Apologies for absence: Louise Cooper, Kathy Gogarty, Sheila Johnstone.
2. Carline Vago-Hughes led the opening prayer.

3. Minutes:  Subject to noting that item 11 had been raised at the request of a parishioner the minutes of the meeting held on 11th January, 2008 were approved.

4. Building Works
Hugh Johnston was welcomed to the meeting.  Hugh circulated a report summarising the four phases of works to the halls together with costs. He also explained the reasons for the delays in completion. Apart from a few subsidiary items he reported that the works should be completed by March. Work on the church floor may have to be postponed; it is still not clear how long the church will need to be out of action.  A grant application to English Heritage had been turned down for external works to the church but it would be possible to re-apply in future years.
We recorded our sincere gratitude for all the work Hugh had carried out on behalf of the parish.
5. Finance Matters
a. Margaret Duffy reported on the next stage of fundraising.  Instead of the surplus the Finance Committee had hoped for there was now a deficit due to the consultancy fees for the building works being paid out of the revenue accounts.  To redress the balance it was intended to encourage further planned giving and this was to take place in the first weekend of June.  
b. Margaret reported that the Halls Management Team had produced a new booking form.  
c. The Finance Committee had also agreed that Parish organisations would have free use of the halls in the expectation that they would each arrange an annual fundraising event with profits directed to the Capital Appeal.

d. The parish website was visited on a frequent basis as recorded by the number of ‘hits’; organisers of events should be encouraged to direct items to Alan Fernandes the webmaster who was always happy to publicise them. 
e. We recorded a vote of thanks for all the work Steve McGlennan had carried out on behalf of the parish.
6. Parish Day 27th April
A small sub-group of Aidan, Catherine, Margaret, Chris, Antoinette and Fr Ashworth would be responsible for making arrangements.  The outline of the day was to be:

a. A Parish meeting after the 9.45 am Mass

b. Displays of parish activities in the Upper Hall during the morning;

c. A Mass celebrating the work of the Parish at 12.45 pm;

d. A Parish Lunch in the Upper Hall;

e. A second Parish meeting in the Lower Hall following on from the lunch. 
It was agreed that the Finance Committee would present a financial report.
7. The Future of our Ministry
We considered a further draft of an open letter to the parish on the Future of the Ministry. We agreed some minor amendments and also included an additional recommendation that for the present there should be no active seeking of vocations to the permanent diaconate for the Parish but that this matter could not be discounted for the future.

8. Neighbourhood Groups
A second meeting of coordinators had taken place.  Two groups were getting together and 2 Sisters of Christ were undertaking visits in the Merton Park area.  Fr Ashworth reported that 11 people were at the Cottenham Park meeting and they would be holding another meeting after Easter.  Fr McMillan said a group for Spencer Hill would be meeting soon and there had been a good positive response.
9. Future Working of the Council
Chris Woodward had produced a paper suggesting arrangements for the regular election of officers to the Council, alternative ways of discussing and coming to decisions on complex matters and agreeing a longer term programme of  major matters for consideration.  We agreed to defer discussion so that we could all give careful thought to the issues for the next meeting. 

10. Faith in the Workplace: Len Hay reported that the steering group had met twice and work was progressing well.
11. Parish Pilgrimage: There had been a very good response for places and most had now been taken.
12. 14 Edge Hill: We received a letter from the Vice Provincial of the British Province informing the parish that on completion of the new house in Edge Hill it was intended that the clergy would vacate the presbytery for residential purposes.  The building would therefore be available for other uses.  The Provincial was aware that the parish had already contributed significantly to the major improvements in and around the Church over recent years and indicated that the costs of carrying out such alterations to the Presbytery as are found to be necessary and approved would be met from central Province funds.  We agreed that it would be best to take some time before deciding the best uses to which the accommodation could be put.
13. Coffee mornings on Sundays: In response to an enquiry from a parishioner Antoinette asked if coffee morning on Sundays could be resumed soon.  Fr Mitchell said that it was not practical at the moment as the toilets in the Lower Hall were not finished, but hopefully it would be possible to do so very soon.
14. Sr Dorothy agreed to lead the Opening Prayer at the next meeting.
15. The next meeting would be held on 6th March, 2008.

