SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 6th March, 2008 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Aidan Christie (Chair), Brian Albuquerque, Louise Cooper, Antoinette Dali, Len Hay, Sheila Johnstone, Carline Vago-Hughes, Christopher Woodward. 

Parish Team: Cristina Connolly, Sr Dorothy, Fr Michael Ashworth, Fr Kevin Donovan, Fr John Fairhurst, Fr Keith McMillan,. 

1. Apologies for absence: Sr Francis, Margaret Duffy, Catherine Edser, Kathy Gogarty, James Potter,.
2. Sister Dorothy led the opening prayer.

3. Minutes:  Subject to deleting “with profits directed to the Capital Appeal” from minute 5c, the minutes of the meeting of 7 February 2008 were approved.

4. Building Works
We were advised that the works in the Lower Hall had been completed by the third week in February. The lounge was to be completed during the week with the laying of carpet tiles and the remounting of the viewing screen. There was still some delay to the completion of the external work due to the door manufacturers sending the wrong handles and locks. It was hoped that all works would be finished for Easter.
5. Finance Matters
We were informed that the accounts for 2007were with the independent examiners and would be returned in time for the Parish Day. Expenditure for 2007 exceeded income by £29,000. 
The Capital Appeal Fund stood at £1,121,651. This sum included loans from the Society of Jesus amounting to £245,000.

6. Parish Day 27th April
The sub-group was due to meet within ten days.
7. The Future of our Ministry
The final version of the open letter was tabled; it would form part of our report to the parish in April.
8. Neighbourhood Groups
Father McMillan reported that a group had met in Spencer Hill, there had been a good turn out.
9. Future Working of the Council
a. We resolved that in future all officers would be elected on a two year basis with the option of standing for a third year if so requested;

b. Aidan Christie and Louise Cooper indicated that they would stand down in September to give Council members time to consider their replacements.

We broke up into small groups to discuss the future work of the Council and agreed to continue the discussions at our next meeting with a view to making suggestions to the parish on the Parish Day.  We would also be asking  parishioners to  give their ideas on the future direction of the Pastoral Plan.
10. Faith in the Workplace: Len Hay reported that the steering group would be launching the project in October of this year.
11. Dates of future meetings: 
The following dates have been agreed up to the end of this year:

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Thursday 3 April
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery

	Thursday 1 May
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery

	Thursday 5 June
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery

	Thursday 3 July
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery

	Saturday 6 September
	10.00am – 4.pm
	Day of Recollection

	Thursday 13 September
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery

	Thursday 2 October
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery

	Thursday 6 November
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery

	Thursday 4 December
	20.00 – 21.30
	Presbytery


12. Len Hay agreed to lead the Opening Prayer at the next meeting.
13. The next meeting would be held on 3rd April 2008.

