SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 3rd April, 2008 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), (Chair), Brian Albuquerque, Louise Cooper, Antoinette Dali, Margaret Duffy Catherine Edser, Len Hay, Carline Vago-Hughes, Christopher Woodward. 

Parish Team: Sr Dorothy, Fr Kevin Donovan, Fr John Fairhurst, Sr Francis, Fr Keith McMillan.
1. Apologies for absence: Fr Michael Ashworth, Aidan Christie, Cristina Connolly, Kathy Gogarty, Sheila Johnstone, James Potter,.
2. Father Donovan led the opening prayer.

3. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting of 6 March 2008 were approved.

4. Finance Matters
We were awaiting the audited accounts form the auditors.  A report, based on the accounts would be prepared to be circulated with the Council’s report for the Parish Day.
5. Parish Day 27th April
a. A poster was being prepared;
b. An item had appeared in the Newsletter since Easter;

c. Parents could be informed via schools’ weekly newsletters;

d. The reports would be published the week before the Day and PPC members would introduce it at short presentations after communion at Masses on 19/20 April;

e. We discussed the detailed arrangements for the day ( see appendix);

f. PPC members were asked to respond to the need for help and a ‘Council presence’ for the day. Secretary would send a schedule by E Mail to all.

g. PPC members to wear badges for the day.

6. The Pastoral Council Report for the Parish Day
We considered a draft of the report for the Parish Day which included our ‘open letter’ on the future of the ministry and a review of the Pastoral Plan 2004 – 2008. Among the agreed amendments were that the layout should be more ‘open’ for ease of reading; we should make it clear that the review of the Pastoral Plan is a summary and does not necessarily include all new initiatives and that there would be elections for two new PPC members at the end  of the year.
7. Faith in the Workplace: Len Hay reported that the launch would be on 27 September at Donhead School.
8. Cycle facilities: A parishioner had drawn attention to the poor facilities for parking bicycles by the church; Margaret Duffy agreed to raise this with the Finance Committee.

9. Church driveway: It had been reported that some of the stone slabs in the driveway were loose and needed securing to prevent them breaking.

10. Facilities for non-English speaking parishioners and visitors: It was pointed out that some parishes have multilingual notices and other ways of helping those who do not speak English.  We agreed to consider this item in more detail at a later meeting.
11. Len Hay agreed to lead the Opening Prayer at the next meeting.
12. The next meeting would be held on 1 May 2008.

