SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 5th June, 2008 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Aidan Christie (Chair), Brian Albuquerque, Louise Cooper, Antoinette Dali, Margaret Duffy, Catherine Edser, Kathy Gogarty, Len Hay, Sheila Johnstone, Carline Vago-Hughes, Christopher Woodward. 

Parish Team: Cristina Connolly, Sr Dorothy, Fr John Fairhurst, Sr Francis, Fr Michael Ashworth, Fr Kevin Donovan, Fr Keith McMillan.
a) 
 No apologies received.

b)
 The meeting opened with Catherine Edser reading a piece she had prepared about St Boniface and the prayer of St Boniface.

a) The minutes of the meeting on 1st May were approved with the proviso that it be recorded that Fr Keith McMillan had not been present.  He had sent his apologies.
b)  Margaret Duffy reported that she had made enquiries about cycle park facilities, but that it was presently not possible to remedy the situation.
1. Chair and Vice-chair elections.  Members of the Council should sound out possible candidates before the next meeting.

2. Day of Recollection.  It was agreed that although four members will be unable to make the day it should still go ahead.  Fr McMillan agreed to lead the day at St Anne’s Convent.  It would be helpful if attendees could bring plates of food.
3. 
Parish Day – Responses to Consultation.  Louise Cooper felt a resumé of the answers should be made available to the parish.  Margaret Duffy said she had been disappointed to see only the usual people volunteering to help in working parties and parish visiting.  The parish needs to galvanise people into action.  Dr John Marshall had volunteered to organise a group to interview the elderly to establish their needs.  However, a lot of work is already being done in the parish with regard to the elderly.  Transport to church, Sunday lunches etc are already available, but Sr Francis said it is important to identify who might benefit from such help.  Margaret Duffy also volunteered to help with this particular section, along with Len Hay.  It needs to be remembered that the elderly did also need more than just welfare solutions.
 

With regard to the needs of single people, it was felt by some members that this group could feel that they are almost invisible sometimes.  However, Fr Mitchell mentioned that the largest group at the Parish Day was made up of single adults with disabilities and that a lot of energy in the parish came from single people.  It was accepted that ‘single’ should include single parents, those widowed or divorced and also those who live alone, who, although they have families do not necessarily have their families living close to them.  The Council spent a long time on this issue and Aidan Christie said this is something we should return to and address.
Regarding the lay pastoral ministry Fr Mitchell asked if the Council would like to invite a representative from the Portsmouth Diocese.  It was agreed that the invitation should be made and Fr Mitchell will go ahead and arrange a date.  Chris Woodward was keen to have this issue included along with the work already being done with neighbourhood groups

4. Closing matters.  Margaret Duffy reported that Parish finances at the end of May are as follow: Income: £375,000.  Expenditure: £434,000.   The overspend of £59,000 was a temporary situation caused by the costs of building works.  She also reminded the Council of the Planned Giving drive this weekend.  Regarding the Capital Appeal, the total so far is £897,005, included in which is £106,234 of tax reclaims under Gift Aid.  91.8% of the total pledged and the tax reclaimed under Gift Aid has been received and banked and this is a remarkable achievement by the parish.

Catherine Edser would like the parish to apply for registration as a Fairtrade parish.  This would need the Council to recommend to all groups that Fairtrade products (i.e. tea, coffee, etc.) should be the only ones used for parish events.  Catherine will produce some figures regarding costs, particularly for buying catering sized items.  Len Hay asked if we could agree this in principle, which was done.

Sheila Johnstone had been asked by an elderly parishioner if boards displaying hymn numbers could be installed half-way along the church as the present boards are difficult to see if you are at the back of the church.

Len Hay had been at a recent meeting of Merton Deanery.  A suggestion to establish a Deanery website had been made, amongst other things.  The Dean is looking at this.

Margaret Duffy agreed to be the Prayer Leader for the next meeting.     

The Next Meeting: would be held on Thursday 3rd July.  This will be the last meeting before the summer break.
