SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 11th September, 2008 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Chris Woodward (Chair), Brian Albuquerque, Louise Cooper, Antoinette Dali, Catherine Edser, Sheila Johnstone.
Parish Team: Cristina Connolly, Sr. Dorothy, Fr Michael Ashworth, Fr John Fairhurst,  Sr. Francis, Fr Keith McMillan.
1. Opening of meeting

a. Apologies received from Margaret Duffy, Kathy Gogarty and Carline Vago-Hughes.
b. The meeting opened with Sheila Johnstone leading the opening prayer.
2. Minutes

a. The minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd July, 2008 were approved.


3. Election of Secretary to the Council

a. No nominations had been received.  Louise Cooper agreed to stand in as Secretary until the election of new members of the Council takes place later in the autumn.

4. Father Kevin Donovan

a. Individual members of the Council expressed their thoughts on Fr Kevin.  
b. The Council was saddened by the loss of a much loved priest and recorded their deep appreciation for the many ways he had contributed to and enriched the life of the Sacred Heart Parish.
c. We noted that Fr Kevin was a well-known figure in liturgical circles and that he had pioneered the ‘Minicats’ programme and had been very involved in catechetical work.  
d. We proposed that the Sacred Heart Parish should hold a memorial service at a later date, especially as many people were away at the time of his funeral.  Fr Mitchell suggested that this should take the form of a Mass, followed by a celebration.  
5. Day of Recollection

a. A new date for this has been arranged for 25th October, 2008.  The Day, led by Fr McMillan, will be held at St Anne’s Convent, beginning at 10.30 a.m. (for 11 a.m. start).  Members should  bring a plate of food to share for lunch.
3. 
6. Finance Committee matters
a.  Margaret Duffy was not present and  these items (6 a and b on the agenda) were  deferred to the next meeting.
7. Parish Day – Responses to Consultation
a. The résumé of responses, which was attached to the agenda, had been published in the newsletter of 7th September, 2008.  Chris Woodward would arrange for the full responses to be posted on the website.

b. Margaret Duffy would report  to the next meeting  on plans to look at the needs of the elderly.
c. Antoinette Dali agreed to take the lead on looking into the needs of single people in the context of the parish and the Church.  All members of the Council were asked bring in ideas and support for initiatives.  Fr Mitchell suggested we invite a speaker to talk about the single person in the life of the church.  It was hoped to invite someone from Heythrop College  as a speaker with experience in this area to launch the initiative.   We also undertook to write to parish organisations to seek their views on supporting and involving single people as well as reminding them of our vision statement to make all feel welcome within the parish.
d. Sheila Keefe, from the Diocese of Portsmouth was to  come on 17th September talk about the KIT (Keep in Touch) programme.  It is hoped that her experiences might be helpful to us in our efforts to develop  the lay pastoral ministry. 
8. Closing matters
a. 
b. Fr McMillan reported that the Neighbourhood Group meeting in Murray Road/Spencer Hill was making good progress and had agreed to meet quarterly
c. Fr Mitchell had recently met representatives from the Council for Christians and Jews who are looking for new members.  If Council members know of anyone who might be interested in joining the Council for Christians and Jews they should introduce them to Fr Mitchell.
d. Catherine Edser suggested that the Parish should be reminded about the forthcoming elections for new Parish Pastoral Council members.  It was agreed that notices should be included in the newsletter from the beginning of October.
d. Louise Cooper agreed to be the Prayer Leader at the next meeting.
e. The next meeting would be held on Thursday, 2nd October, 2008 at 8 p.m. in the Presbytery. 
