SACRED HEART PARISH

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON

Thursday, 2nd October 2008 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Christopher Woodward (Chair), Antoinette Dali (Co-Vice Chair), Carline Vago-Hughes, Brian Albuquerque, Margaret Duffy,  Kathy Gogarty, Louise Cooper (Acting Secretary). 

Parish Team: Fr Keith McMillan, Sr Francis, Sr Dorothy.
(1) a.Apologies for absence : Fr John Fairhurst, Fr Michael Ashworth, Len Hay, Sheila Johnston,  Cristina Connolly, Catherine Edser, Aidan Christie, James Potter
b. Louise Cooper led the opening prayers.
c. The Council members conveyed their hearty congratulations to Catherine Edser and her family on the birth of baby Charlotte and were looking forward to seeing her whenever she could make it!
(2) Minutes:
a. The minutes of the previous meeting on 11th September 2008 were approved.
b. Matters arising: Fr Mitchell informed us that there would be a “Churches Together” Study Day on the 18th October 2008 in the Raynes Park Methodist Church
c. As it is the year of St Paul there are a number of events running, namely talks from Fr Ashworth, A “Drama about the Life of St Paul” written by Wendy Tansey and a Study Day on 17th January (to be confirmed) led by Fr Gerald O’Collins SJ
d. Election of New members of the PPC- Notice to go in the newsletter inviting nominations, as Aidan Christie and Len hay are standing down in November. Forms to be in by the 16th November. Forms to be available at the back of the Church
(3) Ecumenical and Interfaith Group
The PPC members were delighted to see that the E and I Group is still thriving. It was noted that the Course on Understanding Islam which is running for 10 weeks got off to a good start.
Father Mitchell felt that it would be good to encourage someone from the Council to participate in the Council of Christians and Jews, which is very vigorous in the Wimbledon area.
(4) Welcome to new Parishioners

 It was noted that before his death, Fr Kevin had commented on the Annual Welcome Parish Tea Party and had questioned whether it would be worth trying to engage any newcomers to the Parish in other ways and more frequently. The Council discussed asking the Social Club whether they would host, say, quarterly Welcome Evenings – Chris Woodward to approach Dan O’Brien the Chair of the Social Club. The Council decided that they would go ahead with the Tea Party on the 16th November between 3-4.30pm in the Upper Hall. Angela Maher to be approached to provide refreshments –Louise Cooper to ask. We will need to review the situation again.
(5)  Finance Committee
                  The Appeal in June was running smoothly thanks to Julie and Steve McGlennan. 

                   20 people attended the Re-Launch Lunch in September and were very positive and 

                   enthusiastic.

                   Hugh Johnston gave an account of what was required re: the Church Floor. It will not be possible to go ahead with any contract until the parish had the money to finance the work, which is estimated to cost £500000. There are 500 sq metres of floor and therefore each sq metre will cost £1000. It was suggested that we implore people to pledge money to aid the reparation of each sq metre! The Finance Committee had decided therefore to delay the start to works until May 2010.
There had already been offers to run events in order to raise money for the Capital Appeal.

Father Mitchell had  made plans to celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving for the Parish Appeal and give the opportunity to a larger audience of people to ask questions -24th October 2008
Ideas for a under floor heating option are currently being discussed which were expected to make significant energy and cost savings in the long term.

Father Mitchell will speak at all Masses this Sunday about the Capital Appeal.

Another “Appeal” leaflet will be produced shortly.
(6) Needs of Elderly-
Margaret Duffy was heading up group to look at the needs of the elderly and hoped to report to the next meeting on a way forward.
(7) Needs of Single People-

      Antoinette Dali has volunteered to begin looking at the needs of single people within the 
      Parish but has not yet had the time to formulate a group or concrete plan on the best       way to approach this sensitive topic

(8) Lay Pastoral Visiting

There had been a presentation by the KIT (Keeping in Touch) team from Portsmouth Diocese   on  17th September to discuss how we could encourage and support Lay Pastoral Visiting.
There is a proposal  that teams of people might systematically visit every area of the Parish.

It was suggested that people who had attended the course would receive a follow-up letter inviting them to come back and take the discussion further
Sr. Dorothy reported that there was a newcomer who would be willing to pledge an hour a week to visiting.

It was noted that the current arrangements for Baptism Visiting were  being reviewed. A video produced by the CaFE programme might prove valuable for those involved in the Baptism Preparation Course to aid the “handing on” of the Baptism Programme.
(9) AOB
A. Faith in the Workplace Programme

                        22 people attended the inaugural meeting , of those  8-10 people from the original launch.  There was  a good mix of people who  shared their thoughts and experiences. The groups which formed intended to get together two to three times a year.
                        B. Next CaFE Programme entitled “Believe” will be starting on Shrove Tuesday. This programme has a more meditative and introspective look at our Faith, than some of the previous programmes.
                        C. Reminder about the PPC Day of Recollection on the 25th October 2008 at the Convent on the Downs at 10.30 for 11am. Please bring a plate of food to share. 

                         D. Great praise and feedback for the new Children’s Liturgy being run on alternate weeks in the Halls during 9.45am Mass
(10) Christopher Woodward agreed to lead prayers at the next meeting.
 Future dates of meetings: We agreed that next meeting would be held on the 6th November 2008
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