SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 6th November, 2008 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Chris Woodward (Chair), Brian Albuquerque, Aidan Christie, Louise Cooper, Kathy Gogarty, Len Hay and Margaret Duffy
Parish Team: Sr Dorothy, Sr Francis, Fr John Fairhurst, Fr Keith McMillan and James Potter.
Apologies: received from Fr Michael Ashworth, Cristina Connolly, Antoinette Dali, Catherine Edser and Carline Vago-Hughes. 
1.  Chris Woodward led the opening prayer.

2. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October, 2008 were approved.

3. Election of New Members
a. Election papers were available at the back of the church.  Closing date for nominations was 16th November. 

b. Fr Mitchell and Aidan Christie agreed to act as returning officers should the need for a ballot arise.
4. Day of Recollection: We thanked Father McMillan for the Day of Recollection which had been very helpful and interesting.  The date had proved difficult for some people.  Options for dates would be included in the next timetable of dates.
5. Welcome for new parishioners 
a. Tea Party 16 November 3 – 4.30 pm

i. Council members should be very much in evidence in welcoming people.
ii. Setting up and clearing.  Setting up would be from 2 p.m. onwards.  James Potter would approach youth groups for additional help. Antoinette Dali to approach Anne Remedios for additional help also with serving of tea, coffee, juice.  If the hall is free on the day before Joe Gilhooly should be approached to set up the tables.
iii. Kathy  Gogarty agreed to organise the catering.  She would contact members regarding provision of cakes.  She would also contact Mary Vaughan-Neil with regards to possible numbers attending.
iv. Chris Woodward would organise name badges.
v. The Council will run the slide show as last year and it was suggested that copies of the Parish Pastoral Plan, reports to the parish, etc should be made available to the guests.
b. Future Arrangements: Chris Woodward had spoken to Dan O’Brien and we agreed to ask the Parish Social Club to assist in a welcoming event for new parishioners on Friday 24th April, 2009.
6. Finance Committee:
a.  Margaret Duffy reported that there was a surplus of £3223 at the end of the September quarter; the expenditure had included exceptionally £11,000 for investigations of the church floor, which sum would eventually be transferred from the Capital Appeal.
b. A forecast for 2009 had been prepared.
c. Parish Appeal re-launch.  This has taken place on 24th October and £121,000 had been raised to date.  On 26th November Fr Anthony Symondson was coming to the parish to expand on his article regarding the history and architecture of the church.

7. The needs of the elderly – 
a. Margaret Duffy had met with Dr John Marshall to work out a plan. They had decided to compose a questionnaire, concentrating on Mass, Mobility and More. The  intention was  to use people’s response on type and time of Mass and ability of otherwise to get there, to lead on to what other services they would like. We want to find out if they would come to, say, an afternoon session with a talk, display, sing-song, bingo or whatever. This would require resources, not so much of money as of people ready to give up their time to organise events. Leading it could form part of the remit of a Parish Pastoral Worker if it turns out to be what is wanted.

b. The intention was, early next year, to distribute the questionnaire via the organisations which already have many elderly members plus Special Ministers. Neighbourhood Groups etc.

c. We noted that a number of people had volunteered to assist with this project at the Parish Day and hoped that they would be involved.
8. The needs of single people – in Antoinette Dali’s absence this item was not discussed.
9. Lay Pastoral Visiting – Fr Mitchell had written to interested people who were keen to carry on with the initiative.
10. Baptisms.  
a. Fr Mitchell had met with the Parish Team and those involved in the Baptism Preparation Programme.  There was a DVD available for use as a training programme for the Preparation Team.  
b. We noted there is a good tradition in the parish of visiting by a member of the Parish Team and a lay person.
11. Parish Website. A small group has been convened to look at the website.   Darragh Jones has volunteered to be project manager.  The project will comprise two stages;

i.  An analysis of current use of the website with a view to delegating sections to various activities for keeping it up to date.
ii. Restructuring the website: organisations were to be consulted by means of a questionnaire.
12.  Chris Woodward had been asked about the attendance of PPC members at key parish functions.  It was suggested that name badges might make it easier for council members to be identified.
13. Marriage Course: Fr Mitchell informed the council that another course was being organised for the New Year.  It had been very successful before and new volunteers are being recruited via the newsletter.

14.  The next meeting was scheduled for 4th December and clashed with the Advent Parish Retreat. We agreed to hold a short meeting starting at 7.15 p.m. if it is felt necessary to hold it.

15. A Parish Carol Service was to be held on 7th December.
16. We recorded a vote of thanks to Aidan Christie and Len Hay for all their work on the Parish Pastoral Council.
