SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 8th January, 2009 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Gerard Mitchell (President), Chris Woodward (Chair), Brian Albuquerque,  Louise Cooper, ,  Antoinette Dali, Catherine Edser, Kathy Gogarty Carline Vago-Hughes, Sheila Johnstone, Rachel Marshall, Angela Searle and Margaret Duffy
Parish Team: Sr Dorothy, Sr Francis, Fr John Fairhurst, Cristina Connolly and James Potter.
1.
Opening of meeting

a) 
Apologies received from Fr Michael Ashworth and Fr Keith McMillan who was attending the Halls & Premises Management Committee this evening.
b) The meeting opened with Chris Woodward leading the opening prayer.

2.
Minutes
a)
The minutes of the last meeting held on 6th November, 2008 were approved.

3. Election of New Members
Chris Woodward wished all members a Happy New Year and particularly welcomed the two new members of the council, Angela Searle and Rachel Marshall.

4. Secretary to the Council
Louise Cooper had undertaken the role on a temporary basis until December.  We were very grateful to  Kathy Gogarty who agreed to take on the role.
5. Finance Committee matters 
a) Margaret Duffy reported on the current financial position.  All bills on the halls work have now been paid.  The appeal is now raising money for the work to the church floor and had made a very good start.  Fr McMillan would be re-launching the appeal on 31st January/1st February.  People would be around to help distribute the new leaflets and also to help any parishioners who would like to complete a new donation form.  Despite an appeal through the newsletter there had been no response regarding new co-ordinators for fund-raising events.  It was intended to  hold a social evening for people who had carried out fund-raising previously.  The money for the floor would have to be raised or, at least, pledged, before the work could commence as it would not be possible to do the work in stages.  It was hoped that a visual aid to show how the appeal was  progressing would be available soon.

6.
The needs of the elderly.  Margaret Duffy reported that there would be no further action at present as she would be out of action for a few weeks because of an operation.  We wished her well.
7. The needs of single people.  Antoinette Dali introduced the discussion and we  agreed to launch this initiative with an informal buffet/dinner to  be held on Thursday 5th March (instead of the usual PPC meeting) in the Lounge.  An invitation to  single people would be issued via the newsletter.  Fr Mitchell felt it would be helpful to preach a homily on the single life before 5th March.  Carline Vago-Hughes had agreed to design a poster and Louise Cooper and Kathy Gogarty also offered their help.  
8. The lay pastoral visiting and neighbourhood groups.  Chris Woodward  reported  that he would be meet Fathers Mitchell and McMillan the following week to decide on the next steps for these initiatives.
9.
Future meetings.  With two new members and a new president of the Council the chair suggested that it would be a suitable time to discuss how we wished to proceed as a Council in the coming year. Fr Mitchell suggested the discussion should include  guidance on what members should be doing between meetings.  We agreed  to use  the pastoral handbook as the basis of our discussion..  Members were asked to read through their copy in advance and bring them  to the next meeting.

10.
Fairtrade. Catherine Edser reported that she had not had any response following our application to become a ‘Fairtrade Parish’.

11. Winter Fiesta Event. Fr Mitchell asked about the event which had been advertised in the Newsletter  for 7th February to raise funds for the Capital Appeal.  As yet nothing had been finally decided and it might be necessary to change the date if arrangements could not be made in time.

12.Opening prayers. Carline Vago-Hughes agreed to be the prayer leader at the next meeting.  
13 Farewell to Fr Mitchell.    This was Father Mitchell’s last meeting and we expressed our individual thoughts and thanks for his support and guidance over the years; we then passed the resolution appended to these minutes. The meeting closed and we joined with the members of the Halls and Premises Management Committee for a small farewell celebration.

SACRED HEART CHURCH WIMBLEDON

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

A RESOLUTION PASSED ON 8 JANUARY 2009

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MINISTRY

OF 

FATHER GERARD MITCHELL SJ.

The Parish Pastoral Council of the Sacred Heart Church Wimbledon records  its deep gratitude on behalf of the whole parish  for the ministry of Father Gerard Mitchell SJ as Parish Priest from 1998 – 2009.

We thank God for the devotional and inspirational ministry given by Father Gerard in

His care and concern for all parishioners by

Providing a rich sacramental and spiritual liturgy to meet the wide ranging needs of a large and diverse parish

The kindness and support he has given to many individual parishioners

His particular concern and support for

Children and adults with special needs and their carers

The marginalised in society including the homeless

The young and the ministry and parish organisations supporting them

The Children’s’ liturgy

An active programme of catechesis including special needs

The elderly and encouragement of mutual understanding between the generations

The Catholic schools in the parish

His foresight in undertaking an ambitious Pastoral Planning process which we believe has helped to make the parish

More welcoming

More caring

More responsive to the Faith Development needs of the adult congregation

More involved with the wider Christian community and other faiths 
Aware of the need to encourage greater lay involvement in the future

We thank him for:

His personal commitment to Churches Together in West Wimbledon as moderator

His leadership in lobbying for Catholic moral principles in a consumerist society

His efforts in raising large sums of money and his courage in undertaking extensive contracts so that our buildings are fit for purpose in the future

We recognise the personal qualities he has brought to all he has done

His prayerful discernment

His untiring effort in all his works

His unassuming but highly effective leadership of the Parish Team

His kindness and approachability at a personal level

His sense of humour

His wonderful singing voice which has enriched many celebrations of Mass and socials in the Parish Lounge

He is a man steeped in his vocation as a Companion of Christ in the Society of Jesus.

We once again thank him and pray that Almighty God will give him great strength of purpose and courage for his future ministry.  Amen

