SACRED HEART PARISH
UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL HELD ON 
5 February 2009 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery
PRESENT
Members : Fr Keith McMillan (President), Christopher Woodward (Chair), Antoinette Dalli (Co-Vice Chair), Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair), Kathy Gogarty (Secretary), Sister Dorothy,  Louise Cooper, , Rachel Marshall, Carline Vago-Hughes. 
Parish Team: Sr Francis, Father Michael Ashworth, Cristina Connolly, Father John Fairhurst.
1. Apologies for Absence: Margaret Duffy, Angela Searle, Sheila Johnston.
2. Opening reading and prayers: were led by Carline Vago-Hughes
3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2009 which had been previously circulated were agreed. 
4. Finance Committee Matters 
a. Fr McMillan reported that the appeal for the new church floor had received an initial good response. He has yet to make the appeal at three further masses next week.
b. He reminded the parish council of the meeting to be held on 6 February at 7.30 in the lounge for parishioners who might be interested in running fundraising events for the appeal.
5. Provincial Pastoral Commission
a. The Commission had been set up to support the pastoral work of the British Jesuit Province including Jesuit parishes.
b. The Commission was organising a meeting of chairs of pastoral councils in York on 20 -21 February.  Chris Woodward was a member of the commission so Antoinette Dalli had been invited to represent the Council.
6. Single People 
a. Antoinette Dalli circulated a flyer publicising the event to be held  for parishioners interested in issues  concerning single people in the parish. The event would take the form of an informal buffet supper with a change of seating plan between courses to encourage guests to mix. There will be no charge, but donations towards  the cost will be welcome. Discussion on issues concerning single people are to be co-ordinated and encouraged with use of cards on the table and flip charts.
i. It was agreed that the event should be publicised by:
-a paragraph in the parish newsletter on 14/15 February 
-the more detailed flyer handed out with the newsletter on 21/22 February
-homilies regarding the single life to be delivered at all masses on 28 February/1 March
ii. Replies to the invitation to reach Antoinette Dalli by Monday 2 March.
iii. Parish councillors are expected to help set up for the event and clear up afterwards.
7. Dates of Future Meetings 
a. The following dates were agreed upon: 
i. Parish Day – 10 May
ii. Parish Council Day of Recollection – 3 October (morning only ending with lunch)
iii. PPC meetings – 5 March, 2 April.7 May, 4 June, 2 July, 10 September, 1 October, 5 November, 3 December. 
8. Matters raised by parishioners 
a. .Angela Searle reported two matters by email:
i. A parishioner had expressed concern that the positioning of two paintings in the St Joseph chapel left them vulnerable to fading.
ii. Groups who access the church after dark expressed concern that the outside lights down the side of the church are not always on late enough, as someone fell in the dark there.  
b. It was decided that both matters should be referred to the Halls and Premises Committee.
9. Fair Trade 
a. Catherine Edser reported that the parish has been granted Fair Trade status. 
b. She informed the council that 23 February – 8 March is Fair Trade fortnight and she would welcome ideas for events at that time.
10. Novena for Parish Life
a. Fr McMillan informed the council of his plan to run a parish Novena. 
i. It would focus on a different aspect of parish life each day.
ii. It would end on 17 June, the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
iii. He asked the parish council to email him with suggestions/comments, particularly regarding which areas to focus on.
11. Working of the Council during 2009
a. The Council divided into two groups for discussion on :
             i. how well we fulfil the commitments set out in the pastoral handbook 
            ii. how well we communicate with the parish 
           iii. what we see as our main activities over the next 10 months
           iv. tasks for individual members between meetings
                                 b   The discussion was cut short due to time constraints, but suggestions included:
i. Foster closer links with the various parish organisations by inviting representatives to PPC meetings or facilitating groups meeting together on occasion. 
ii. Create opportunities for spiritual growth of members of PPC 
iii. PPC to meet up socially once a term 
iv. Further discussion is needed at a future meeting.
12. Prayer leader for next meeting: Antoinette Dalli
13. Date of next meeting: 5 March 2009
