SACRED HEART PARISH

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday 2 April 2009 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Antoinette Dalli (Co-Vice Chair), Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair), Kathy Gogarty (Secretary), Sister Dorothy, Louise Cooper, Margaret Duffy, Rachel Marshall, Angela Searle,Parish Team: Father Michael Ashworth, Father Hugh Duffy, Cristina Connolly, Father John Fairhurst, James Potter.
1) Apologies for Absence:.  Fr Keith McMillan (President), Christopher Woodward  (Chair),  Carline Vago-Hughes, Sr Francis,Brian Albuquerque

2) Opening reading and prayers: Antoinette Dalli 

3) Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 5 February 2009 which had been previously circulated were agreed. 


4) Welcome: Catherine Edser who chaired the meeting  welcomed Fr Hugh Duffy.

5) Finance:
a) Church Floor Appeal: 

i) £250,000 of the £500,000 needed  has been raised.

ii) Margaret Duffy stressed the importance of having the balance by the end of the year. 

iii) Fr McMillan will speak at all Masses on  4 - 5 April regarding the appeal and display the new appeal fundraising target board. PPC members to help with appeal after all Masses

iv) Louise Cooper reported that the events co-ordinating volunteer had withdrawn. Scheduled forthcoming events are: a golf tournament on 30 April (Bryan Snalune), a concert on 9May ( Giles Kennedy and Rachel Marshall) and an international food fair on 5 July (Shaddina Croos-Fernando and Rita D'Aguiar).

b) Other Finance Matters:

i) There is a surplus of approximately £48,000 this year as opposed to last year's approximately £78,000 which was artificially high due to a refund from the Sacred Heart Primary School.

ii) Planned Giving is working well. It was suggested that an insert with finance details and gift aid forms should be included in the Parish Organisations Handbook which is given to new parishioners.

6) Needs of the Elderly:
i) Margaret Duffy reported that a questionnaire concerning the needs of the elderly had been devised and would be distributed on 23/24 May.

ii) Sadie Smith is working on helping with transport for the elderly.  

7) Provincial Meeting of Lay Representatives: 
i) Antoinette Dalli and Chris Woodward attended a meeting of Lay Representatives in York and compiled a report which will be circulated to all PPC members.

8) The Parish and the Single Person 
i) There was consensus that the event on 5 March was very successful. Antoinette Dalli is co-ordinating a focus group of interested people to plan future events.
 

9) Parish Day - 10 May
i) It was agreed that the programme would be similar to last year's and should be advertised in the newsletter.

ii) Louise and/or Kathy to approach people to help with the catering.

iii) Activities for children would be laid on.

iv) Louise, Antoinette and Angela would form a sub-group to plan the day.  

10) Volunteering Project: In the absence of Fr McMillan this item was deferred.

11) Novena for Life:  In view of the many activities occurring at present this has been deferred until 2010.

12) KIT and Neighbourhood Groups: 
a) A meeting had been held on 23 March to review the KIT programme. It was emphasise that KIT was not a substitute to the Neighbourhood Group initiative but a means of making contact with Catholics who may have lost contact with the church.

b) A successful Neighbourhood Group meeting had recently been hosted by Claire Christie.

13) Closing Matters:
a) There had been a complaint from a resident of Oakhill Court re parking and it was suggested that ithe parking problem might be alleviated by advertising that additional parking is available in Donhead school on Sunday mornings. Margaret Duffy reported that several parishioners had also mentioned parking problems, particularly for the 11.15 Mass 
b) Fr Ashworth reported on the success of the recent CaFE programmes 
c) It was agreed that the interim 'welcome to new parishioners' scheduled for 24 April should be postponed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
14) Prayer Leader for Next Meeting: Margaret Duffy .  
