SACRED HEART PARISH

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday 2 July 2009 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Keith McMillan (President), Christopher Woodward (Chair), Antoinette Dalli (Co-Vice Chair), Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair), Kathy Gogarty (Secretary), Sister Dorothy, Brian Albuquerque, Sheila Johnstone, Margaret Duffy, Angela Searle, Carline Vago-Hughes. 

Parish Team:  Father Michael Ashworth, Cristina Connolly, James Potter.

1. Apologies for Absence: Father Hugh Duffy, Father John Fairhurst, Sr Francis, Louise Cooper, Rachel Marshall

2. Opening reading and prayers: were led by Father Michael Ashworth

3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on Date which had been previously circulated were agreed. Subject to the following amendments:
Item 4 Parish Day: iii Consideration of Responses: '...the chair to write a composite response for publication.’ Delete  ‘and as an appendix to these minutes'.

Sheila Johnstone attended the meeting held on 11 June.

4. Resignation
a. Carline Vago-Hughes had submitted her resignation from the Council; the council thanked her for her hard work over the past three years. 
b)
As the number of elected members was currently one over the official number of nine members we agreed that there should not be an election to replace Carline. 

5. Video 
Fr Mc Millan played a DVD outlining the different areas of Jesuit work in the UK. Despite the disparate nature of the work, there was a common theme of service to others.  

6. Parish Day
It was agreed that a report on the comments received from parishioners should be published as soon as possible, preferably before the summer break. 

7. Finances
Fr McMillan was to speak at all Masses the following weekend to outline plans to secure money in the form of loans for the capital appeal.  A grant request from the Heritage Lottery Fund was being submitted  for work on the organ. A grant would not be forthcoming unless we could be certain that funding was available to complete  the floor;  it was imperative therefore to secure money for the floor as soon as possible.   

8. Single Persons in the Parish 
Antoinette Dalli reported that the Singles Group had had another meeting and will be holding a social function on 10 July.  

9. Needs of the Elderly
Margaret Duffy had received over 130 replies to the questionnaire. The most popular request is for regular daytime meetings of some kind. She is hoping to form a management group to set it up. We were asked to look through the comments received for further discussion at the next meeting.
10. Day of Recollection
This will take place on 3 October. Fr McMillan will invite a guest speaker. 

11. Meeting of Lay Representatives of Jesuit Parishes                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Chris Woodward and Antoinette Dalli represented the parish at a meeting held in York and are to publish a report on the meeting.

12. Former Presbytery  This item was postponed due to time constraints.

13. Staff safety                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Angela Searle had been asked to raise the issue of security and safety of the young reception staff in the former presbytery in the evenings. Fr McMillan said that members of the parish team were usually in the presbytery until after 8pm most evenings with the exception of Fridays. It was agreed that  receptionists should be reminded of security procedures. It was also suggested a panic button might be installed as an additional safety precaution.

14. Summer gathering of the PPC                                                                                        We accepted  Kathy Gogarty's kind invitation to host a gathering at her house on 29 July at 8pm.

15. Prayer leader for next meeting: Sheila Johnstone 

16. Date of next meeting: 10 September

