SACRED HEART PARISH 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL HELD ON 

Thursday, 10 September, 2009 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery 

PRESENT: 

Members: Fr Keith McMillan, Catherine Edser (Vice Chair), Antoinette Dalli (Vice Chair), Brian Albuquerque and Louise Cooper.
Parish Team: Sr Dorothy, Sr Francis, Fr John Fairhurst, Cristina Connolly and James Potter.
1.
Opening of meeting
i) 
Apologies received from Chris Woodward, Angela Searle, Margaret Duffy, Sheila Johnstone, Rachel Marshall, Kathy Gogarty, Fr Michael Ashworth and Fr Hugh Duffy.
ii)
 The meeting opened with Antoinette Dalli leading the opening prayer.
2.
Minutes

i)
The minutes of the last meeting held on 2 July, 2009 were approved.

ii)
A vote of thanks was recorded for Kathy Gogarty’s hospitality in hosting the summer party in July.
3. Needs of the Elderly – this item deferred to next meeting.
4. The Year of the Priest – in response to Pope Benedict’s call for this to be designated ‘The Year of the Priest’ it was agreed that, as a parish, we need to focus on vocations to the priesthood, but that we must go further than this alone.  It was important to remember that we all have a vocation through our baptism and we need to challenge the usual stereotypes.  We need to support, celebrate and appreciate the role of the priest, but also to use the resources available to us to, such as asking the scholastics what led them to choose to join the Jesuits, etc.  It is hoped that something can be arranged in time for the Lent period  and could draw on the theme of reconciliation.  
5. Adult Faith Development Group – Len Hay has agreed to reconvene this group, and  James Potter will speak to Len with regards to contacting some members of the Young Adults group who may also be interested in taking this forward.
6. Meeting of Parish Lay Representatives – this item deferred to next meeting.
7. Volunteers Appeal – Kathy Gogarty and Carline Vago-Hughes had previously agreed to collate responses.  Letters have gone out already.  A copy of a letter from Merton Council has also gone out.  Merton Council would like a list of volunteers who have done 100 hours in one year (since April, 2007).  Merton Council could qualify for a substantial government grant, depending upon its ability meet the government’s criteria.  Fr McMillan will find out more about this.
8. Single Person in the Parish (update) – Antoinette reported a good turn-out at the last event.  Arrangements for this group to meet every second Friday of the month in the Lounge have been made.  It is hoped that the group will ‘organise’ itself eventually, although it may be necessary to help steer it at the beginning.  It was agreed that an e-mail address list for the group would be collated and it was felt important for the group to decide upon a name and to advertise in the newsletter.
9. The late Father Donovan SJ – in return for a donation of at least ₤75 to the floor appeal, a quality copy print of a painting by Moya Hogarth will be given to donors.  After all costs, and if donations are gift aided, this will raise a very significant amount of money towards the floor.  PPC members are asked at which Masses on the weekend of Sunday 20 September, they would be available to promote this.  Please contact Chris Woodward with your availability.  A co-ordinator will be necessary to look after the paperwork regarding returned donation forms and the distribution of the prints.  Fr McMillan will approach suitable candidates.
10. KIT – Fr McMillan reported that there should be a viable KIT programme starting by January.  There will be a meeting for those involved in October, followed by a training session.
11. Former Presbytery - this item deferred to next meeting.
12. Day of Reconciliation – Fr Peter Gallagher had agreed to be the guest speaker.  The day will begin at 9.30 a.m. at St Anne’s Convent and will be followed by mass and lunch.

13. Finances – as of today the Capital Appeal Funds stands at ₤322,500.  By December we should have available ₤360,000 -  ₤380,000 and with an agreed loan at reasonable rates we will have enough to proceed with the floor.  We have also been successful in getting through  phase one of the Heritage Lottery Fund.  We will not know the final outcome regarding lottery funding until November.

14. Matters raised by parishioners – nothing will be done regarding the stone paving at the church entrance or cleaning until after the work on the church is finished.  There is a need to look into the legal aspect regarding the internment of ashes of deceased parishioners before anything can be decided.  The Halls and Premises Management Committee are looking into the problem of the toilet at the back of the church and the issue raised by Welcomers regarding the amount of rubbish left after Sunday services.

15.  Prayer Leader for next meeting – in her absence it was agreed to ask Sheila Johnstone if she would do this.  Catherine Edser will contact her.

