SACRED HEART PARISH

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON 
5 November 2009 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Keith McMillan (President), Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair),  Antoinette Dalli (Co-Vice Chair), Kathy Gogarty (Secretary), , Louise Cooper, Margaret Duffy, Rachel Marshall, Angela Searle, 
Parish Team: Sr Francis, Fr Michael Ashworth, Fr John Fairhurst, Fr Hugh Duffy
1. Apologies for Absence: Sister Dorothy, Cristina Connolly, Shiela Johnstone, Brian Albuquerque, Chris Woodward.
2. Opening reading and prayers: were led by Kathy Gogarty
3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 1/10/09 which had been previously circulated were agreed. 
4. Disposition of the Upper Hall for Mass: 
a. Fr McMillan initiated discussion on the following proposals:  
i. Altar to be on the stage

ii. Upper hall to be used exclusively for liturgical purposes

iii. Thought to seat 400 people, thus poses problem for family Mass where there are 600+ regular attendees. Consider possibility of having an additional family Mass on Sunday morning or use lower hall with video link. Consider possibility of moving time of Mass at the Sacred Heart Mass Centre to a later time to accommodate more families.
iv. Need for special welcomers at all Masses to operate stair lift. 

v. May use college chapel and/or local parishes for weddings and funerals.

5. Finances: 
a. Appeal Update 

i. £382,000 raised to date

ii. Jesuits have kindly agreed to lend £150,000 at low interest 
b. Parish Finances

i. Income expected to be lower next year

ii. Planned giving drive proposed for February

iii. Debt of gratitude to Ranjit Croos-Fernando and Steven McGlennan for tremendous help with parish finances

6. Needs of the Elderly 
a. To be taken on by Sadie Smith and the first meeting to be held on 6/11/09  

7. Year of the Priest 
a. Rachel Marshall reported suggestions from working group 

i. Include bidding prayer for our priests at all Sunday Masses throughout the year

ii. Special Mass to be dedicated to priests on 31 January 2010 followed by lunch in the upper hall

iii. Cafe-style talks during lent 

iv. Enlist help of scholastics for Novena of Grace

8. Christmas Events 
a. Sparkling Christmas Event 

i. Louise Cooper reported that the entry fee of £7.50 will include champagne and chocolate Christmas cake

ii. Additional volunteers needed on the day and to sell tickets after Massesfor two weeks prior to the event   

b. Christmas Lunch

i. Excellent support at first meeting of volunteers held recently
c. Christmas Crib Service

i. Team of helpers needed to help prepare for the service. Rachel Marshall offered to help. 
d. Advent

i. Fr McMillan reported that Fr Jeff Wheaton is to deliver presentations on theology in art on 1st, 8th and 22nd December in the lounge  
9. Week of Guided Prayer
a. Fr McMillan suggested running another week of guided prayer during Lent. The Ignatian working group to assist.   

10. Volunteer Appeal
a. Kathy Gogarty read list of groups which had responded to need for volunteers 

i. Booklet to be handed out at Masses on weekend of 22nd November 

ii. Sermon re volunteering to be delivered at Masses on 6th December. 

11. Prayer leader for next meeting: Margaret Duffy
12. Date of next meeting: 3rd December 2009
