SACRED HEART PARISH

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON 
3rd December 3009 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Keith McMillan (President), Christopher Woodward (Chair), Antoinette Dalli (Co-Vice Chair), Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair), Kathy Gogarty (Secretary), Sister Dorothy, Brian Albuquerque, Margaret Duffy, Rachel Marshall, 
Parish Team: Sr Francis, Cristina Connolly, Father John Fairhurst 

1. Apologies for Absence: Father Michael Ashworth, Sheila Johnston, Louise Cooper, Angela Searle
2. Opening reading and prayers: were led by Margaret Duffy
3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2009 which had been previously circulated were agreed. 
4. Disposition of the Upper Hall 
a. Likely to have two family Masses. Prams to be left in Lower Hall with a volunteer supervisor  

5. Finances
a. Capital Appeal : £1,281000.00  Floor Appeal: £393000.00
6. Needs of the Elderly 
a. Successful and well-attended first meeting of Friendship Group held. Transport is not needed. Sadie Smith is running the group 

7. Christmas Event 
a. It was thought that between £1,600 and £2,000 was raised at the Sparkling Christmas Event despite a relatively poor turnout. A vote of thanks was given to Louise, Catherine and their helpers for organising and running the event.
8. Week of Guided Prayer 
a. To be held in Lent and will be discussed in more detail at a later meeting 

9. Parish Day 
a. To be held on 16th May after the 12.45 Mass 

10. Novena of the Sacred Heart
a. There are to be 8 days to focus on different aspects of the parish, with parish organisations grouped accordingly. Scholastics to preach. The Novena will end on 11th June, the Feast of the Sacred Heart, with Mass and a celebration in the Lower Hall. 
11. Year of the Priest
a. Cafe style talks to be held on the following dates: 1st February, 23rd February, 2nd March, 9th March, 23rd March. Tom Du Bois has agreed to speak at one of the sessions. Talks and discussions to focus on Paths to God and where one’s place on that journey.
b. It was suggested that the priests of the parish may replace the homily with a talk about their spiritual journey at all Masses on the first Sunday of Lent. 
12. Single Person in the Parish 
a. Brian volunteered to help Antoinette initiate outings in the New Year.

13. Volunteer Appeal 
a. Volunteer forms to be handed out during Masses and replies processed before Christmas.                             Organisations to respond by mid January.

14. Soup Run
a.  The Soup Run co-ordinator is retiring and a new co-ordinator is needed. It was suggested that a Mass and get-together for all the volunteers should be arranged with a view to filling the vacancy.
15. Prayer Leader for Next Meeting Rachel Marshall
16. Date of Next Meeting 7th January. There is to be a social gathering in the new presbytery on Saturday 9th January at 8pm. Everyone is asked to bring a plate of food.
