
SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON 6 MAY 2010

 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Keith McMillan (President), Christopher Woodward (Chair), Antoinette Dalli (Co-Vice Chair), Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair), Louise Cooper,  Brian Albuquerque,  Rachel Marshall, Sheila Johnston, Angela Searle

Parish Team: Father Michael Ashworth, Sr Francis, Cristina Connolly, Father John Fairhurst, 

1) Apologies for Absence: Kathy Gogarty (Secretary), Sister Dorothy, Margaret Duffy, Father Hugh Duffy, James Potter.
2) We welcomed Rosie Ryce to the meeting who had kindly agreed to help with minute taking as Barbara Owen was no longer able to help in the evenings. We wished to place on record the very considerable help Barbara had given to the Council since its inception; Chair to write to Barbara thanking her.
3) Opening reading and prayers:  were led by Christopher Woodward.
4) Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 8 April 2010 which had been previously circulated were agreed.
5) Pope’s Visit:  Father Michael and Rachel Marshall will be in charge of arrangements.  Father Michael reported that it is likely that the Pope will have a service in Hyde Park which will be ticketed.  The diocese is expected to contribute £87,000 and there will be a 2nd collection on 23 May.

6) Move to Upper Hall:

a) Many favourable  comments received.

b) A request had been made that the doors be wedged opened when people are leaving Mass. Father McMillan would look into this further although there was a risk to damaging the doors. 

c) Rachel asked if music was required at the 8.50 Mass and Father McMillan said yes but bearing in mind that the Mass is 40 minutes.

7) Finances:  
a) Capital Appeal:

b) Father McMillan reported that he will be talking at the Masses the weekend of 15/16 May.

c) A donation of £100,000 had been received from an inheritance, which meant that the short fall now stands at between £40k to £80k.  However there is still a  loan of £245,000.00 to be paid back to the Jesuit Province.

d) Everyday Finances:

i) A finance report is to be produced for the website every quarter.

ii) As predicted income has reduced with the move to the hall.

8) Paedophilia:
a) Bishops of England and Wales’ Letter: Exposition will take place on Fridays in May.  The website also gave a link to prayers which might be used during exposition; Father Michael  agreed to look at these with a view to them being available in  the church.
b) Friday Fasting:  A suggestion for atonement for the church.

c) Safeguarding Team:  The Safeguarding Team were disappointed that they were not mentioned in the 2009 Report of the Pastoral Council.  They Team were due to have a meeting the following Friday and Sheila Johnston agreed to attend.  They will also be given a 10 minute slot at the Parish Day.

d) Parish Healing Service:    A Service will be held on Thursday 27 May at 8pm which should be between 45 and 60 minutes finishing with the opportunity to meet and talk over a cup of tea in the lounge.  Christopher and Antoinette agreed to liaise with Father McMillan on the final format.
e) A parishioner suggested that an article should be placed in the local paper on the parish response.  A ‘letter to the Editor’ was suggested as one way forward. Sheila Johnston would forward the idea to the parishioner.
9) Novena of Sacred Heart 5 - 13 June:
a) Catherine Edser reported that the Booklet of Prayers is in final draft.  1,000 copies will be printed and available for Parishioners 22/29 June.  It will also be available on the website.
b) We felt there was not time to organise The Family Fun Day at the end of the Novena this year but we would arrange for tea/coffee and bacon rolls to be available after the Masses.  Catherine Edser to make the necessary contacts.

10) Parish Day:
a) The Annual Report circulation did not go out at all Masses.  They will be made more prominent this weekend.

b) Hospitality arrangements, Sadie Smith had agreed to contact the refreshment teams to set up tables and provide teas/coffee.  Brian Albuquerque agreed to run the bar.

c) Name badges to be worn by PPC members.
11) Deanery Development Day:

a) Father McMillan is organising people a group of 10 representative parishioners to attend John Fisher Church on 22 May.

12) Social Club:
a) A member of PPC to attend AGM 21 May.

13) KIT:
a) The KIT group had visited  Stanton Road and Langham Court.  Father Michael would like to get together with the visitors as he felt there was the opportunity to start a neighbourhood group in that road.
14) ‘Sharing the Ignatian vision’ 11-13 November 2010:
a) This was a residential conference being organised by the Province. As well as the parish priest each parish was expected to send at least six parishioners.

15) International Food Fair:
a) A very successful day with £2,000 raised.
16) Neighbourhood Groups:  Four groups operate, Spencer Road/Murray Road/Cottenham Park/Wilton Crescent and a recent one in Wimbledon Village.  Catherine Edser had just convened a new group around Greenway/Westway. We need to look at other ways of encouraging new groups.
17) Prayer Leader for Next Meeting:   Sheila Johnston

18) Date of Next Meeting:   3 June 2010.


