
SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON 4 NOVEMBER 2010

 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members : Fr Keith McMillan (President), Christopher Woodward (Chair), Antoinette Dalli (Co-Vice Chair), Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair),  Louise Cooper, Margaret Duffy, Kathy Gogarty, Sheila Johnston,  Rachel Marshall,  Angela Searle. 

Parish Team: Cristina Connolly, Sister Dorothy, Sister Francis, Father John Fairhurst, Father Michael Ashworth, Father Francis Rodrigues

Apologies for Absence:  Brian Albuquerque, Gerard Cook.  

1.
Opening reading and prayers:  were led by Rachel Marshall.

2.
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 7 October which had been previously circulated were agreed with a correction to 6e which should read 3 July.

3.
Parish Pastoral Council vacancies:  

a. Five applications accepted for election.  Ballot papers to go out to the parish over the next two weekends.

b. A welcome and farewell ceremony to be held at the 5pm mass on the 28 November.

c. At the next committee meeting an election will need to be held for a new chair and vice-chairs.

4.
Finances:

a. Capital Appeal:   Position much as it was last month. Cash flow arrangements are satisfactory, calling as necessary on moneys available from the Society of Jesus.
b. Everyday Finances:  Still some concern as inevitably collections are down.  We will probably end the year with a small deficit.
5.
Re-opening of the church:

a. Progress on refurbishment, the floor is finished with just odds and ends for the contractor still to do.  Last site meeting to be held 5 November.  Benches renovated but further work required to seal the feet to protect the new floor and prevent the benches shifting unintentionally.  Most benches should be back and reinstalled in the week beginning 22 November.  Organ work to take longer and will only be finished well into 2011.

b. Sheila asked whether some chairs could be made available as the pews were very uncomfortable for those with back problems.  This would be considered further.

c. There would be an informal re-opening on Sunday 14 November at 1pm - ‘Lord of the Dance: a modern mystery play’.

d. Return of the Blessed Sacrament to the church Saturday 27 November after 10am mass, with a procession from the hall to the church.

e. Arrangement for formal re-opening Sunday 3 July 2011.  The group consists of Chris, Brian, Louise, Margaret and Catherine. They are due to meet on the 18 November at 8pm.  Catherine has booked the college hall and field, it was also suggested that the schools should be informed of this date.

6.
The Jesuit Parish - Sharing The Ignatian Vision:

a. Fr Keith advised that letters were going out the representatives of the parish.

b. Ideas were asked for that would represent the parish, suggestion was made to use the organisations diagram (also used for the Novena of the Sacred Heart booklet).  It was felt that the wide variety of the parish needed to be shown.  The Hand Book should be on display along with other suitable materials.

7.
Adult Faith Development:  

a. It was proposed that we would have two talks on Blessed Cardinal John Newman; one on his life and the other relating to his writings.  To be presented in the CaFE style.  Suggested dates Tuesday 1 February and 15 February.  Kathy to organise.

b. Rachel to get a group together to organise the Lenten talks.  Fr Keith has ideas on the Eucharist which he would like to present for this series.

8.
Safeguarding courses:   A letter of thanks to be sent to the Safeguarding group for the work that has gone into organising these well-received sessions.  Chris and Fr Keith  to prepare.

9. 
Christmas Lunch:  Louise is pleased with the plans so far.  Apart from the Mass Centre this weekend someone will be speaking at the masses advising on what help is required and asking people to sign up.  Invitations for the lunch will be at the back of the church

10.
Farewell social:  A reminder to members there will be a farewell to Louise, Antoinette and Chris on 24 November at 8pm.

11.
Any Other Business:  

i. Parish Day - 7/8 May 2011.

ii. It was asked if a welcome tea would be organised for new parishioners.

iii. It was stated that a letter be sent to all organisations that use the church facilities to remind them that the Parish is a Fair Trade supporter and therefore Fair Trade goods should be used.

iv. A Memorial Mass will be held on Saturday 20 November at 10am for those, particularly in our parish, who have died over the last two years. All family members and friends are especially welcome.
12. Prayer Leader for Next Meeting:   Kathy Gogarty

13.
Date of Next Meeting:  2 December 2010.


Apologies from Fr Michael and Angela.




