
SACRED HEART PARISH

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL

COUNCIL HELD ON 9th DECEMBER 2010

 in the Sacred Heart Presbytery

PRESENT

Members :  Catherine Edser (Co-Vice Chair),  Brian Albuquerque,  Angela Searle, Aodhan Breathnach, Alan Pontet. 

Parish Team: Sister Dorothy, Sister Francis, Gerard Cook.

Apologies for Absence:  Fr Keith McMillan, Margaret Duffy, Kathy Gogarty, Sheila Johnston,  Rachel Marshall, Polly Harrison, Cristina Connolly, Father John Fairhurst, Father Michael Ashworth, Father Francis Rodrigues.  

1.
Opening reading and prayers:  were led by Catherine Edser

2.
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 4 November 2010 which had been circulated were agreed.

3.
Parish Pastoral Council election:  

a. Two of the new members, Aodhan & Alan, were able to join the meeting and were warmly welcomed.

b. A welcome and farewell ceremony to be held at the 5pm mass sometime in January, a date is yet to be confirmed.

c. The election of chair, vice-chair & secretary was deferred until the January meeting.

4.
Finances:


Margaret was unable to attend the meeting but had reported that the finances were still in the same position as discussed the previous month.

5.
Re-opening of the church:
a. Return to the church 27th November, was successful with positive feedback received.

b. A formal thank you was made to Wendy Tansey for her play ‘The Lord of the Dance’ and   all who took part in the wonderful afternoon to celebrate the completion of the new floor.

c. Brian reported on the formal re-opening of the church which is to take place Sunday 3rd July 2011.  Mass will be celebrated by the Archbishop at 11.15am and will be followed by a parish celebration day.  An initial planning meeting has been held with the next one scheduled for January.
6.
The Jesuit Parish - Sharing The Ignatian Vision:


Catherine reported on the conference which was held in November with the 10 Jesuit parishes in England & Scotland.  There is to be a follow-up meeting with the team that went, following which they will report back to the Parish.  It was hoped that the event will be repeated every 2/3 years.

7.
Adult Faith Development:  

a. Two Newman talks to take place in February (1st & 15th) which Kathy is organising.

b. Fr Keith will do five Lenten talks which will be done in the Café style.  Rachel is coordinating.
c. New translation preparation is on hold until dates of its introduction are confirmed.

8.
Safeguarding courses:   

a. A letter of thanks has been sent to the Safeguarding group following the series of training sessions.  

b. Further course to be organised in 2011.

9. 
Memorial Mass:

The Memorial Mass held on Saturday 20th November has had positive feedback and thanks goes to Potty and Kathy.


Catherine suggested a memorial book for the church however it was met with some reservations from other committee members and was thought that it needed to be thought through carefully.

10.
Christmas: 

a. Update from Louise was that more help needed for Sunday’s craft session.  At present numbers are down for the lunch.  The present wrapping evening went very well with 35 people attending.

b. It was suggested that gift aid envelopes needed for donations.

11.
New Parishioners Welcome Event:


A date is to be arranged for February and reverting back to the way the event was previously held which will take place on a Sunday at 2pm.

12.  Other Items:
a. Scholastics Supper:  Brian reported that the evening went well with some of the scholastics keen to get involved in various areas of parish life or at the College.

b. Bookings for the hall:  is at present being dealt with by Monica.

c. Children’s liturgy co-ordinator:  As yet no replacement has been found.  It may be that the role needs to be broken up with a few people to take on the coordination.  The rota up to July 2011 was organised by Antoinette before she left.

d. Newsletter:  Angela reported that 5/6 people are interested in helping with the redesign of the newsletter.  A meeting is to take place 7th January.

13.
Any Other Business:  
a. A reminder was made with regard to front pews being reserved for the midnight mass for those unable to stand.

b. Angela raised a point about a parish exercise group facing closure after an increase in the rent of the halls and was referred to the Finance Committee.
14.
Prayer Leader for Next Meeting:   Rachel Marshall.

15.
Date of Next Meeting:  6th January 2011.




