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	An Invitation to All Parishioners

Please help us Celebrate Our Parish Year

 at

 Each Mass on Saturday May 9th and Sunday May 10th 

and 

Join us afterwards in the Parish Halls

Light Refreshments 

 Presentations on Parish Developments

 Questions and Answers Session

Parishioners attending the Sacred Heart Mass Centre are most welcome at any of the receptions.


PROGRAMME
6.30pm Saturday Mass - Drinks Reception in the Parish Lounge
8.15am Sunday Mass - Breakfast in the Upper Hall
9.45am Family Mass - Breakfast in the Upper Hall (Activities for children will be provided)
11.15am Latin Mass - Breakfast in the Upper Hall
12.45 Mass - Lunch in the Upper Hall
5pm Mass - Drinks Reception in the Upper Hall
8pm Mass – Drinks Reception in the Parish Lounge

Parking: As there will be overlap during the morning Masses please park in Donhead School or Wimbledon College grounds to leave spaces for the less mobile parishioners in the church car park.

REPORT OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - 2008
One of the ongoing concerns of the Pastoral Council is to make our parish as open and accessible to as many parishioners as possible.  Hence this year we are having meetings after every Mass on the weekend of 9/10 May. We hope that this will encourage everybody to come to a meeting after Mass, have some refreshment, meet other parishioners and hear something of our plans for the coming year. We also hope that parishioners from the Sacred Heart School Mass Centre will come and join us after their Mass.
Looking back on last year there are two significant events which have deeply affected the life of the parish. The first was the sudden death of Father Kevin Donovan; he was much loved within the parish and touched the lives of so many other people. He is sadly missed. We also said ‘good bye’ to Father Gerard Mitchell who had been a devoted parish priest for over 10 years.  We had an opportunity to express our thanks to him for all he has done for the parish and to wish him well in his new ministry in Southall.

However we can thank God that we have a new Parish Priest in Father Keith McMillan and his installation was a memorable occasion in the life of the parish this year; we were delighted that his parents joined us from the USA for that celebration. He has many ideas for the future of the parish and the Pastoral Council looks forward to working with him.  We are also very fortunate that Father Hugh Duffy has also come to the parish as Assistant Priest; he will be a great asset to the parish and we welcome him warmly.
Last year we asked the parish about the future directions we should be taking as a Council and there was general agreement that we should concentrate on the following:
· Involvement of the laity in pastoral visits

· Further development of neighbourhood groups

· Looking at the needs of the elderly in the parish

· The single person and the parish.
· Pastoral Visiting
We have had an introductory talk from Portsmouth Diocese on a programme called KIT (Keeping in Touch) which aims to contact Catholics who may no longer be practising – we need further volunteers to enable this programme to proceed.

As a consequence of Father Donovan’s death it has been necessary to reorganise the arrangements for Baptisms. Father Kevin and Cristina (Potty) Connolly ran the baptism programme between them in a style unique to their personalities. Although she is still involved, Potty felt she should step back a little and we now have a team of lay people supporting the priests for the Baptism programmes and the follow up visiting. This seems to be a good model for volunteering in the future.
· Neighbourhood Groups
Four  Neighbourhood Groups continue to function but we would like to many more – we hope that as we develop the practice of lay pastoral visiting others will be encouraged to form.  We are always ready to help any parishioner who would be interested in starting such a group in their road or area.

· The Elderly
At last year’s Parish Day the view was strongly expressed that not enough is done for the older members of the parish. After consultation with interested people we have come up with an outline plan. The first step is to discover what those over 60 really want. To find this out, we have devised a questionnaire which will be distributed after Masses on the weekend of 23/24 May. As well as questions about preferred Masses etc. it asks for views on a possible afternoon club offering tea and friendship plus a variety of activities. What happens next depends on the responses we get. It is important to stress that this proposed club is not just for older parishioners but will be run by them. Those behind this scheme are themselves over 70: there is to be no “them and us” so, if you are interested, please fill in the questionnaire on the 23rd or 24th May.

· The Single Person
We have spent much time in Pastoral Council meetings talking about the needs of the  ‘single person’ – indeed most of the Council and the Parish Team are single people,  but while we had a wide variety of suggestions as to what different single people in the parish might want,  there was  no common view of what was needed!  We therefore arranged a supper in March with an open invitation to all who were interested.  The evening was a great success and some 45 enjoyed a flowerpot of stew, good company and expressed their views on a whole variety of issues related to the single life.  As a result a number volunteered to form a forum which would look at the points made during the meeting for future developments – we look forward to their work.
Our parish website has compared well with many other parish websites and is a very useful tool for communication in this modern world. However it has depended upon one person (Alan Fernandes at Jesuit Missions – many thanks Alan) keeping it up to date and with a parish this size that is an impossible job. A team has been designing a new website which will enable many more people to input their information and hopefully feel ownership of the site.  We look forward to a demonstration of its potential at our parish day.

All these initiatives have been undertaken whilst much time and energy has had to be devoted to the capital appeal.  The progress is encouraging but we must have secured funding for the work by the end of the year so that contracts can be let and arrangements finalised to use the Upper Hall for worship for the following six months while the church is closed. We continue to rely heavily on the great generosity of parishioners.
We would also like to place on record our thanks to members of the previous Halls Committee; they have given years of hard work in overseeing the use of the halls which has been much appreciated. That committee’s work has now been subsumed in the new Sites and Premises Committee which looks after all buildings and grounds within the church boundaries. It is also worth noting how much the halls are now used and how much appreciated is their new look.
One thing is evident from reading through this report and that is the commitment and time and effort given by many people to the running of the parish. What may be not so evident that it is often the same people helping in a number of different activities. We have to accept that there will be an increasing commitment on the laity to help running the parish; a number of worthy organisations are in need of new members – to this end Father McMillan with the help and support of the Pastoral Council will be mounting a major initiative to promote volunteering within the parish during the autumn this year. We look forward to a positive response from a large number of parishioners.
During the course of the parish day there will be an opportunity for you to express your views on this report and any concerns (or plaudits!) you may have about the parish.  Don’t worry if you are reluctant to speak out at meetings– all you need to do is fill in a post-it note and stick it on one of the boards – they will all be considered carefully after the parish day.
Finally I would like to thank members of the Parish Team and the Council for their support during the year.  Aidan Christie and Len Hay stood down last November and we were delighted to welcome Rachel Marshall and Angela Searle as new members.  Our thanks to Aidan for ably chairing the Council since its inception and to Len for his support and ideas which he continues to follow through with the Faith in the Workplace and the parish pilgrimage. 

We have a very active and vibrant parish for which we all need to thank God.

Christopher Woodward

Chair

April 2009

PARISH ACCOUNTS

Please take the time to read the simplified accounts for 2008 on the next page. A great deal of effort was spent during 2008 encouraging parishioners  to give to the Capital Appeal so a surplus of £47,022 on the year’s normal activities is most creditable. 

There is one apparently glaring inconsistency in the figures as, at first glance, it might appear that there had been a significant fall in income in 2008 compared to 2007. In fact this was due to a change in the way the diocese wanted donations recorded. “Sundry Income” 2007 included over £70,000 collected from you for CAFOD, Jesuit Missions and many other organisations. If you look at “Other” under Expenditure, you will see that this money was sent on to the relevant organisations. In 2008 your great generosity to such good works was no longer included in these accounts.

Please come to the refreshments and presentations after whichever Mass you attend on our Parish Day. We would like to hear your suggestions for improving our income (or curbing our expenditure) and will try to answer your questions as fully as possible.

Margaret Duffy

Chairman, Finance Committee

NB Money is not the root of all evil only the love of money is. 
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	2008
	
	2007

	
	
	NORMAL PARISH ACTIVITIES
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weekly Loose Plate Collections
	
	
	118,439
	
	114,396

	Planned Giving (Envelopes and Standing Orders)
	
	189,712
	
	185,395

	CAF and GYE
	
	
	
	
	1,610
	
	1,296

	Tax Reclaimed through Gift Aid - Planned Giving:
	
	46,583
	
	43,972

	Investment income and interest 
	
	
	0
	
	7,283

	Donations and Bequests Received:
	
	
	2,348
	
	17,875

	Sundry Income (Candles, Weddings, etc)
	
	
	33,304
	
	101,920

	Incorporation of Parish Hall Bank Account
	
	
	0
	
	30,355

	
	
	
	
	
	
	391,996
	
	502,492

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Clergy
	
	
	
	30,106
	
	32,618
	

	Area Bishop Support
	
	
	1,896
	
	2,190
	

	Parish Support Team
	
	
	9,075
	
	10,505
	

	Divine Service
	
	
	
	7,260
	
	10,927
	

	Motor Car Maintenance and Replacement
	2,978
	
	10,779
	

	Parish General Expenses
	
	
	30,184
	
	31,864
	

	Newsletter, Stationery, Postage and Telephone
	17,051
	
	18,180
	

	Church and Presbytery Maintenance
	
	25,283
	
	42,556
	

	Heat, Light, Rates and insurances
	
	40,865
	
	48,602
	

	Parish Hall Running Costs
	
	
	14,720
	
	24,544
	

	Schools
	
	
	
	
	39,333
	
	17,576
	

	Wages
	
	
	
	
	97,286
	
	86,486
	

	Accountancy
	
	
	
	4,653
	
	3,701
	

	Restricted Fund Expenditure
	
	
	12,318
	
	1,494
	

	Other ( Flowers, Newspapers, Sundries etc) 
	11,966
	344,974
	83,305
	425,327

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surplus on Normal Parish Activities
	
	
	47,022
	
	77,165

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	CAPITAL APPEAL ACTIVITIES
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Add: Reserve Funds / Deficits(-) brought Forward
	
	-30,926
	
	170,883

	
	
	
	
	
	
	16,096
	
	248,048

	Add:
	Capital Appeal Donations in year
	175,849
	
	318,569
	

	
	Investment Interest on Capital Donations
	1,283
	
	0
	

	
	Tax Reclaimed on Capital Appeal Donations
	15,201
	192,333
	74,864
	393,433

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Available for Capital Works
	
	
	
	208,429
	
	641,481

	Expenditure on Capital Works
	
	
	
	328,088
	
	672,407

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserve Fund Deficit (-) carried forward
	*
	
	-      119,659 
	
	-  30,926 

	
	
	
	
	

	*
	Financed By Loan from Society of Jesus
	        245,000 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	All figures £
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